THRUXTON PARISH COUNCIL





MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING


HELD ON 14 MAY 2008





Present:	Cllr C Milner Williams 	Chairman	Cllr J Davis				


		Cllr D Foynes				Cllr R Mallock


		


In attendance: 	HCC Cllr P West


		TVBC Cllr P Lashbrook


		Mrs S Beswick 		Clerk


		J McKenzie		Thruxton Times and Village Correspondent


		3 Members of the public





APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


1	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs R Bradbury, N Churchill and R Pennells, and TVBC Cllr P Lashbrook.





ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


(Cllr R Mallock took the chair for this item)





2	Resolved:	that Cllr C Milner Williams be elected Chairman for the year to the next 				Annual Parish Council meeting.





3	Cllr Milner Williams signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and undertaking to observe the Code of Conduct. 





ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN


4	Resolved:	that Cllr R Mallock be elected Vice Chairman for the year to the next Annual 			Parish Council meeting. 





5	Cllr Mallock signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and undertaking to observe the Code of Conduct. 





MEMBERSHIP


6	There were no changes in membership to report.  





COMMITTEES


7	Resolved:	that membership of committees and individual areas of responsibility be as 			follows: 


			Planning Advisory Sub-Committee:	Cllrs J Davis, C Milner Williams and 								R Mallock





			Roads, Flood control			Cllr R Bradbury


			Youth matters				Cllr D Foynes


			Tree Warden				Cllr C Milner Williams





ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS


8	A list of annual subscriptions, and other annual payments was received. 





DOCUMENTS


9	A list of important documents, including those held in safe custody at Lloyds Bank TSB was received. 





CALENDAR OF MEETINGS


10	The calendar of meetings in 2008/9 was confirmed.  The Council would meet on the first Wednesday of each month except August and January when no meetings were held.  





MILEAGE RATES 2008/9


11	National agreement had not yet been reached on the 2008/9 rate at which mileage could be claimed while on authorised council business.  





PLAY AREA


12	Cllr D Foynes reported on play area inspections.  She said the play area was generally looking good except for the picnic bench which was in a dangerous state.  Quotes would be sought for a replacement.  





EMPLOYMENT


13	National agreement had not yet been reached between employers and the unions on the recommended rates of pay for 2008/9.  





DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


14 	No declarations of interest in the matters to be discussed, were declared. 





MINUTES


15	Resolved:	that the minutes of the meeting held on 2 April 2008 be confirmed as a 				correct record and signed by the Chairman. 





Tree Work (Minute 304)


16	The contractor was due to remove the remaining section of hedge on the northern boundary of the Green, and to cut back branches overhanging the area for Mandy’s garden.  





Car Park (minute 305)


17	Brook Consultants and produced the plans and supporting statements for the application, and a tree and hedge survey undertaken by Roger Oliver.  The complete application would be submitted to TVBC within the next couple of days.    





Mandy’s Garden (minute 281)


18	As no progress had been made with a previous plan for the garden, a local resident, who was willing to produce a plan and establish a garden at minimal cost, had been approached.  It was noted that the Parish Council had not yet claimed the £50 set aside for the garden by the Village Association.





AFFORDABLE HOUSING


19	HCC Cllr P West reported that TVBC had broadened its pool of housing providers and she suggested that the Parish Council contact Brian Cowcher, TVBC Head of Housing, regarding possible provision of housing locally.





VILLAGE SERVICE


20	The Parish Council had received an invitation to the Village Service at 6.00 pm on Saturday 21 June 2008, and asked the Chairman and Clerk to chose two suitable hymns.  





PLANNING


21	TVBC had granted permission to planning application 07/00119/FULLN, front and side extensions at 15 Lambourne Close, thereby overruling the Parish Council‘s objection.  The Parish Council had received a copy of a letter from Mrs Connie Moss, a direct neighbour, to TVBC regarding loss of light to her property and doubts about the accuracy of plans submitted.





22	There was a general discussion on the apparent deterioration in the service provided by the planning department over the past few months.  The Chairman would write to the Chief Executive and the Head of Planning at TVBC identifying the Parish Council’s concerns. 





23	The owners of Harcourt had not yet submitted a retrospective planning application for their shed.  The Clerk reported that the Enforcement Officer was monitoring the situation, and that she had alerted the owners accordingly. 





24	Resolved:	that the Planning Sub-Committee’s recommendations on the following 				application be endorsed: 


			08/00855/FULLN single storey side and rear and roofspace extensions, 				porch and dormer window at Fiddlesticks - no objection.


			08/00847/FULLN retention of mobile home for storage and general 				agricultural equipment together with stock fencing at Racedown Dairy - 				objection


			08/00846/FULLN change of use for maintaining vehicles at Robin Hanger, 			Aerodrome Road - no objection


			08/01099/FULLN single storey front extensions to provide kitchen and porch 			at 10 Halcyon Drive - no objection 





PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow a member of the public to raise concerns about the revised application for development of the Andover Airfield site (Tesco’s development), specifically the predicted volumes of vehicle movement.  Cllr P West reported that the Highways Agency was insisting that the developers meet certain requirements.  Agreement had not yet been reached between the Agency and the developers.  The application was due to be discussed by the TVBC Northern Planning Committee in June. 





FINANCE


25	Resolved;	that the Accounts for the year to 31 March 2008 be confirmed and the 				Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement 			on behalf of the Parish Council.





Bank Balance


26	As at 7 May 2008 the bank balances, including the first £4375 tranche of the precept and £42.66 interest were as follows: 


		Lloyds TSB 				£5284.68 


		Bank of Ireland				£9977.43





Insurance


27	The insurers had quoted £613.45 for the annual insurance premium, with a reduction to £582.78 if the Parish Council entered into a three-year binding agreement until 2011. 





28	Resolved:	that, subject to clarification of future discounts, the Parish Council enter a 			binding agreement with Norwich Union for the three years to 301 May 2011. 





Payments


29	The Parish Council considered the request from Thruxton PCC for a grant towards maintenance of the Churchyard, noting that an allocation had been made in the budget.  





30	Resolved:	that the following payments be approved and signature of cheques 				authorised:


			Cheque 909	TVBC - planning application fee			  £85.00


				910	BNL/Came & Co - insurance premium		£582.78


				911	Thruxton PCC - grant				£380.00


				912	Thruxton W M Hall - May hire			  £36.00


				913	Spire Printing - May newsletter			  £24.00


				914	S Beswick - April salary				£240.29


				915	S Beswick - April expenses			  £44.31


				916	J Davis - travel 					  £25.11





ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS


31	Cllr J Davis reported on the recent TVAPC meeting which covered the following matters:   new procedures for breaches of the Code of Conduct which would be dealt with by the local Standards Officer;  affordable housing being planned in Monxton;  community emergency plans (which would be in addition to the comprehensive HCC plan);  new HCC call centre (0845 603 5636) for rights of way matters.





32	Cllr Davis also attended the TVBC Planning User Group meeting at which he had raised queries concerning the necessity for retrospective permission for a replacement conservatory at Hazelhurst, and refusal to grant permission for the plant nursery at Thruxton Down.








CORRESPONDENCE


33	Mrs Connie Moss had provided a copy of her correspondence with TVBC regarding 15 Lambourne Close (minute 21).  The request for a grant from the organisation running the Senior’s Club for local residents was turned down as the Parish Council had already committed the money available for grants. 


	


ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Village  Fete


34	The Clerk would remind Mr Withers to mow and strim the Green in time for the Fete. 





HGV Traffic


35	Cllr Mallock asked if something could be done to prevent HGV drivers from using the unsuitable Village Street as a short cut to the Industrial Estate.  The Chairman would contact the Directors of Purbeck.  HCC Cllr West suggested that the Parish Council find out from TVBC Planning what terms were imposed when Purbeck applied to set up business, and then provide the Enforcement Officer with evidence of any breaches.   





DATE OF NEXT MEETING


36	The next meeting would take place at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 4 June 2008.  
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