
THRUXTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD ON 12 May 2010 

Present: Cllr C Milner-Williams Chairman, Cllr J Davis, Cllr Mrs D Foynes, Cllr R Bradbury,

Cllr M Windsor & Cllr Mrs K Phillipson

In attendance: HCC Cllr Mrs Pat West.  

               TVB Cllr Phil Lashbrook                                                 

               Mrs H Bourner -Clerk
               Mr J McKenzie -Thruxton Times and Village Correspondent

               Twenty eight members of the public 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs J Saunders, TVB Cllr Mrs E Charnley, Mr Henry Pelham Thruxton circuit, and Dennis Carter BARC.   

MINUTES
2  Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 May 2009 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.               

ANNUAL REPORT
3 The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr C Milner-Williams presented the annual report for 2009/10 which covered the following:-

· Thanks to the Clerk and to each Parish Councillor individually.

· The Parish Councils opposition to the Andover Airfield development.

· The Parish Councils opposition to the application for a travelling showpersons site at Thruxton Down.

· Agreed plans for a car park on the sports field adjacent to the school.

· Removal of the hedge to accommodate the car park, with thanks to the Three Villages Sports Trust

· The maintenance of the Village Green.

· Thanks to John Mckenzie for his valuable role as village correspondent.
· The user friendly and much valued Village Web Site.

· Formal thanks to Cllrs West, Lashbrook and Charnley for their untiring efforts on behalf of the Parish.

· Thanks to all residents for everything they do to make the village a desirable place to live, special mention to Sue King for litter picking, Terry Thorne for his work on the green by the notice board lambourne way and Clive & Jason Bailey for the work on the green areas on Stanbury, road particularly by the bus stop. 

Cllr Davis gave a report on the various planning applications throughout the year of which there had been 20. He reported that it was now possible to have some building works which only needed to be supported by a certificate of lawfulness not by fully agreed plans. Anyone wishing to gain more information on the subject was invited to speak to Cllr Davis. 

Cllr Foynes reported that the play equipment was in good repair and that consideration was being given to relocating additional equipment from the circuit.
Special note was made of the upcoming Village Fete on 6 June 2010, and the Village Church service on 19th June.                                                                    

FINANCE

4 The details from the unaudited statement of accounts for the year ended 31 March 2009 were reported. The level of reserve had increased as a result of reduced expenditure.

REPORTS FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

5 Three villages Sports Trust

Steve Payne Chairman of the trust spoke on behalf of the group:-

· The Sports Trust was very active and had been able to improve the sports field greatly with the support of others namely Henry Pelham and Trevor Barrett.

· The current committee were working hard to reach the goal of a new pavilion, plans for which had recently been submitted to TVBC.

· The football team KTF that used the field were growing, several local youngsters were now involved and two teams had played last season. A team of youngsters from Andover New Street had also used the pitch as their home ground.
· The next event is a cricket game to be held on Saturday 19th June when a team of locals will play a team from Hampshire Constabulary.

6 Kimpton C of E Primary

Mrs Sexton current acting head reported for the school. She had brought some ideas from year 5 children for the use of the BT telephone box once it is adopted by the parish, and also invited some representatives from the parish council to visit the school to view the power point presentations created by year 6 pupils on the same subject. She apologised that the school would not be able to take part in the village fete or flower show this year the closeness of both events to school holidays making participation very difficult. She extended a welcome to all to the School fete which is to be held on Friday 18 June, 4pm onward. An upcoming initiative, is  the silver surfer campaign where children will be asking grandparents to go to school to use computers; if successful other villagers will be asked. She asked any local people who would like to go to school to help voluntarily to step forward they would be made very welcome. Finally she said the school were very happy that the car park was finally to be built and they hoped very much this would ease the parking issues at the school. She said the school had no wish at present for a path direct to the school from the car park as this posed too many other problems but that they were happy to make a small contribution of £100 toward maintenance of the car park. 
Mrs Pam Simpson also spoke as the new head starting in September. She confirmed she had worked at the school in the past, and has strong links to the community particularly as a member of the local church. She confirmed that good transition arrangements were in place for the summer term and that she was looking forward to taking on the role of improving the school. 
7 Thruxton War Memorial Hall

Chris Rome gave a report on behalf of the Hall Trustees, the following points of note:

· A grant from Hants & Isle of Wight grassroots had paid for an overhead projector and screen.
· Lettings were good in particular a local ballet group were using the hall all day on Saturdays during term time.
· Fund raising activities continued and a plea was made to all present to support these.
· Thanks were given to all Trustees and several other villagers who help with the running of the hall on a regular basis, and a plea was made to anyone else who has free time to step forward if they are able.

8 Gardening Club   
Chris Rome said the gardening club continued to prosper although more members would be welcome. Costs to belong were minimal, several worthwhile speakers had attended meetings, and generally the club members had great fun. Chris thanked those who ran the club and in particular Gill Bally for all her efforts.  

9 Youth Wing.   

Mandy Squires reported on recent activities of the newly formed youth group.
· The group had been formed by local parents in an attempt to organise events for youngsters locally.
· The meetings were informal, and the aim of the group to stage 4 events a year.     

· So far this year there had been a party in the hall just after Christmas which 50 children had attended, and more recently a picnic on the village green which had been attended by 17 children and parents despite the very chilly weather.
· Future events will be advertised in the Thruxton Times.
10 Hampshire Constabulary

PCSO Rachel ????? spoke on behalf of the local constabulary

· She gave statistics for crime locally which confirmed crime in the village to be minimal.
· The manner in which reported crimes are prioritised means reports of speeding are unlikely to receive immediate attention. 
· The “Farm watch” initiative continued with the support of the farming community who had been suffering of late from criminal activity in particular with increased levels of poaching.

· The visiting police van will continue to come and on occasions PCSO’s will visit the parish and target such areas as the parking zone outside Kimpton School. A list of visit dates is posted on the village notice boards
· To contact the police call 0845 045 4545, or call 101. In an emergency use 999.

11 Village Association

Richard Ward spoke as chairman of the association:-

· The association continues to be successful and events during the past year have raised sufficient funds to give grants to several local organisations.
· Thanks were given to Chris Rome for allowing equipment owned by the association to be stored in his barn.

· Equipment such as a candy floss machine, and skittles alley are available for hire by local organisations.
· The association have updated the village appraisal which is now for sale at £5 per copy.
· The annual village fete will be held on 6th June and donations of bric a brac, bottles and cakes are needed.
· The annual flower and vegetable show is to be re established and will be held this year in September. All local groups and individuals will be encouraged to enter.

12 Thruxton WI

Julia Ward reported on the activities of the WI. This year was the 90th anniversary of the group and there had been several activities to celebrate. She confirmed that the group met on the 3rd Wednesday every month and that the group currently had 15 members, but would happily welcome any newcomers. Trips were planned for the summer to a lavender farm and to visit the London Eye. The group were in the process of compiling a village cook book which will eventually be sold to raise funds to be spent on something like a new bench in the village. The group also continues to organise singing for fun, and tea and cakes when the library van visits. This year the group have backed the national WI resolution to label food correctly with the country of origin, and also plan to participate in a triathlon.
13 Allotments Society
Jeremy Bally reported that all 12 plots were fully used and there was a waiting list of three villagers and seven others from nearby locations. The main problems with the allotments are no water supply and a very active rabbit population.
14 Neighbourhood watch
Jeremy Bally is the village co coordinator and while there is no formal system in place schemes have been set up to help those considered vulnerable in the village. A newsletter will be prepared and circulated soon which will contain lots of useful telephone numbers.

Mr Bally reported this role also encompassed noise prevention and he occasionally met with representatives to discuss noise from un silenced testing. This only applied to motor vehicles, not helicopters, and had not increased this year.

15 County Councillor Report

 Hampshire County Councillor Mrs Pat West gave her report as follows:-

· HCC were addressing the damage caused to roads as a result of the adverse weather conditions. Anyone can report damage such as pot holes to the parish clerk who has a contact at HCC to ensure repairs are carried out.

· HCC fully support the Parish Council with regard to the repairs required to the stream bank and this work will be carried out soon.

· HCC Mrs Pat West thanked the Parish Council for all their hard work and efforts, and said she would happily continue to work with them in the future.

16 Borough Councillor Report

Cllr Phil lashbrook reported as follows:-
· He echoed his thanks to the Parish Council for all their work in the past year in particular their help with objecting to the planning permission sought for the showman’s site.
· Traffic control at circuit events continued to be good. If any problems occur Cllr lashbrook can be telephoned at the circuit on race days. His number is on the TVBC website.
17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
John Makenzie asked if it could be possible to add to Thruxton Circuit signs to indicate the presence of an airfield, he felt the addition of a picture of an aeroplane would suffice. It was confirmed this issue had been investigated however the circuit would be expected to remove all current signs in place and have new signs erected. The total costs of all works plus the new signs would have to be met by the circuit and these costs were enormous.
18 Presentation
Just before the closure of the meeting a presentation was made to Ron Pennells who had resigned from the parish council this year due to ill health. He had given some 60 years service to Parish Councils in the local area. He was presented with a framed certificate by the Chairman and a plaque by HCC Mrs Pat West.

