
THRUXTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2 June 2010 

Present: Cllr C Milner-Williams Chairman, Cllr J Davis, Cllr Mike Windsor, Cllr Mrs D Foynes, Cllr Mrs J Saunders & Cllr Mrs K Phillipson

In attendance: Mrs H Bourner -Clerk
               Mr J McKenzie -Thruxton Times and Village Correspondent

               Two members of the public 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
471 Apologies for absence were received from HCC Mrs Pat West, & Cllr R Bradbury.
Public Paticipation
472 Alan Leslie from Thruxton Down asked if the debate regarding a parish plan could resume and asked if there was to be a visiting speaker regarding this subject. 

Cllr Milner-Williams apologised to Mr Leslie as he had failed to contact the potential speaker in time for him to visit the June meeting. He said that the debate regarding a parish plan or update of the village design statement continued and as this progressed he would keep Mr Leslie in the loop. He added that a very useful presentation from Longparish Village could be seen on their website.
John McKenzie expressed his annoyance that once again a circus visiting Andover had attached several posters to notice boards and the bus stop with a stapler. It was his understanding that any group who wished to put up posters in this manner should have the permission of the local council, and in the case of a circus also comply with rules laid down by the Showman’s Guild. He further said the posters were never removed after the event and just made a mess in the village. The clerk agreed to contact TVBC to ascertain if permission was required and had been granted, and if necessary also contact the Showman’s guild.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

473 There were no declarations of interest.
New Executive Arrangements
474 A questionnaire had been received seeking the views of the Parish Council regarding the proposed new arrangements for either a leader and a cabinet or a mayor and a cabinet. After some discussion it was agreed by all the proposed arrangements of a “Leader and Cabinet” were preferred. Cllr Davis agreed to write to TVBC confirming this.
MINUTES
475 Resolved: that the minutes of the meetings held on 12 May 2010 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.   
Stream Bank Repairs

476 Cllr Milner-Williams reported the flow of the stream had decreased and he felt that it would be further diminished by July when works to repair the wall had been scheduled.                                          

Adoption of BT Telephone Box
477 Cllr Milner-Williams had ascertained the electricity supply to the kiosk sufficient to run a light would be withdrawn at no cost to the Parish Council some time in a five year period once the adoption process had been formalised. Contact would be made before the supply was severed. The clerk was able to report that BT had confirmed receipt of the contract. Cllr Davis reported on the very impressive power point presentation by year six pupils at Kimpton Primary school. This coupled with the artistic presentations by Year 5 pupils had provided many ideas for the use of the telephone box once decommissioned. After much discussion it was agreed to begin by setting up a book exchange which should include a shelf particularly for children. It was also suggested that a small notice board particularly for children’s activities be housed within the box. Cllr Davis agreed to write a letter of thanks to the school.
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Village Green Maintenance

478 It had been suggested a skip be hired to accommodate the excess waste on the village green. The clerk had researched some prices of skips and also “hippo bags” There was concern that the bags were purchased to accommodate a particular weight of waste and as much of that to be disposed of was rubble this could be very heavy, although there was no real way to establish this. A skip seemed the better solution. The clerk therefore agreed to obtain further prices for skip hire.
Mobile Library

479 There had been much discussion regarding an article in a local newspaper which suggested the mobile library service may be cut. All councillors agreed this was a much used and very valuable service to the community. It was suggested there would be the opportunity to make views known when the consultation period began, however views were so strong that it was agreed a letter should be sent now. Cllr Mrs Saunders agreed to write.
Grit Bins

480 The clerk reported, that an email of thanks had been received regarding the maps and photographs that had been sent to TVBC regarding potentials sites for more grit bins in the village. 
Grass cutting Lambourne Way

481 The clerk reported that a letter had been received from Terry Thorne to say he was no longer well enough to cut the area of grass by the post box at Lambourne Way. All councillors expressed their sincere thanks to Terry who had done a marvellous job for several years. Formal thanks would be made.
A possible solution was to agree to a youngster who had volunteered carrying out the task. Concerns arose regarding the legalities, and health and safety, however all agreed it to be a very good idea. Cllr Davis agreed to discuss the matter with head of legal services at TVBC to see if the idea could work. The clerk also agreed to contact the current insurers.
Ian Taylor Play Area 

482 The debate over moving some play equipment from the circuit to the sports field continued. Henry Pelham from the circuit had very generously agreed to arrange for the removal of the equipment and its delivery to the sports field; however costs to re erect this would need to be met by the parish council. It was suggested a grant be applied for but likely costs needed to be ascertained. Cllr Mrs Foynes said she had concerns not just regarding the cost but also whether it was viable to re install equipment over 15 years old and whether it would then meet the required health and safety levels. She agreed to contact the original installer to establish if it could be moved and meet the health and safety requirements, and if so at what cost.
Grants

483 The Three Villages Sports Trust had submitted a request for a grant to assist with running costs in the forthcoming year. A sum of £400 had been set aside for this purpose; however £160 had already been given in support of a planning application. The balance of £230 was therefore agreed as an additional grant and a cheque signed for this amount.

The clerk requested permission to send a cheque for £300 to the Hampshire Air Ambulance as this sum had been set aside for this purpose. All agreed they wished to support this cause and a cheque was therefore signed.  It was agreed that Hampshire Air Ambulance would remain a beneficiary of such sum as the Parish Council agreed until further notice.i
County and Borough Councillor Reports

484 None
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Planning
485 The following decisions by TVBC were noted: none.

486 Resolved: that the Planning advisory committees recommendations on the following applications be endorsed: 

10/01164/FULLN Two story extension, 7 Halcyon Drive-support

The clerk was asked to contact the relevant architect to establish if plans for the sports field pavilion had been submitted.

FINANCE

486 The bank balances as at 07 May 2010 were as follows: 
Lloyds TSB £7105.52
Bank of Ireland £10,286.61 

Payments

487 Resolved: that the following payments be approved and signing of cheques authorised: 

Anton DO Supp April        £25.60
Thruxton WMH                 £16.00
H Bourner May salary     £231.89
H Bourner May exp.         £15.27
Mr R Welch                      £95.68

Sutcliffe Play Ltd             £359.32

Cllr Milner-Williams           £10.00     
Attendance at Events

488 Cllr Milner-Williams and the clerk had attended the TVAPC meeting on 27th May 2010 where the very interesting presentation by Longparish regarding their parish plan, referred to above, had been seen. 
Cllr Windsor agreed to represent the Parish Council at the village church service on 19th June. The chosen hymn from the council being “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  He would also represent the Parish Council at the Test Valley Civic Service on Sun 13th June whilst the Chairman would represent the Parish at the County Service on the same day
Correspondence

489 An invitation from the Mayor to attend an Andover Operatic Society performance had been received and was noted.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
490 Unfortunately the Trevor Barrett bench on the sports field had been defaced yet again. The police had been informed.

Youngsters from the newly formed young person’s group were planning to apply for funding for a day trip. If successful the group would need the backing of an organisation through which the funding could be channelled. If the Parish Council agreed to this they would need a Child Protection Policy as well as agreeing to administer the funds. All present agreed this was something the Parish Council could take on.

The clerk reminded all present that a team of villagers would be playing a team of police officers in a friendly cricket match on Saturday 19th June at the sports field in Thruxton.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would take place at 7.30 pm on Wednesday July 7th 2010.
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