DRAFT

THRUXTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7 MARCH 2007
Present: 
Cllr C Milner Williams 
Chairman
Cllr J Davis



Cllr D Foynes



Cllr J Graham



Cllr R Pennells

In attendance:
HCC Cllr P West



Mrs S Beswick

Clerk



Mr J McKenzie

Newsletter

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
230
Apologies were received from Cllrs K May and R Mallock. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
231
Cllr Pat West asked anyone interested in delivering WRVS ‘meals-on-wheels’ in the villages or helping in the office should contact her.  

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
232
Cllr C Milner Williams had interests in the Sports Trust and the Allotments. 

MINUTES
233
Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 February 2007 be confirmed as a 


correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

Map Board

234
The map board was expected to be completed in early April.  

Mandy’s Garden
235
Planting  would start now.  The Village Association had previously offered  to contribute towards the cost.  

236
Resolved:
that up to £50 be spend on seeds and plants. 

Traffic Calming
237
Hampshire Highways had arranged for the Beech Tree in Lovell Close to be pruned and to replace the ‘Drive Carefully’ sign at the Fyfield entrance to the village. 

238
TVBC had asked if Thruxton could pay £100 for an extension pole needed to mount the temporary speed control unit on an existing road sign. As further details were required, discussion of the matter was deferred to the next meeting.  

Footpath
239
Cllr Pennells advised that scalpings be laid on the footpath by the Hall when the weather was drier.  A working party would clear vegetation from the surface. 

Beech Close
240
TVBC would replace the Beech Close street sign on the fork of Halcyon Drive with one including a direction arrow and the text: ‘and 13 Halcyon Drive’.

Lains Farm
241
Four youngsters had applied to be sponsored on the Young Guns training course to be held at Lains Farm Shooting Gallery.  Connor Churchill and Tom Halpin were the successful applicants.  

SPORTS FIELD CAR PARK 
242
Cllr Milner Williams reported on a meeting held at Kimpton School to discuss a proposal to put a car park in the adjoining recreation field.  The meeting had agreed in principle to the proposal.  Cllr Davis agreed to join the working group being convened to develop the proposal. 

243
Resolved:
that the proposal to provide a car park in the recreation field be formally 



adopted. 

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
244
Cllr Milner Williams said that Thruxton could not be included in the Neighbourcare transport scheme operating in Amport and neighbouring villages as this  was confined to those parishes.  Councillors felt the scheme worth pursuing within the Benefice.  The Chairman had contacted the clergy on the matter.  

PARISH ASSEMBLY
245
A draft agenda was received and a list of speakers agreed. 

COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
246
HCC Cllr West reported on the HCC budget, details of which would be circulated.  The deficit was being addressed  and priority given first to adult then children services.  Responsibility for ancillary care had shifted from the NHS to HCC but without additional funding.  Hampshire’s level of government funding remained in the lowest quartile nationally.  The reduced policing budget would affect policing.  

247
TVBC Cllr Lashbrook reported that there was a new car park at Thruxton Circuit which should alleviate parking problems.  Police cover would be reduced for events at the Circuit but motorcycle patrols would operate in the village.  There had been a problem at the Stanbury Road bus shelter, and fresh graffiti and litter.  The police were mounting daily patrols at key times and also nightly patrols.  

248
Cllr Pennells asked about the expense of employing people to ‘police‘ the ABC scheme.  Cllr West said that misinformation about the local scheme had appeared in the national press.  A small team of advisors had been employed temporarily to assist people switch to the new collection scheme, and the cost had been included in the budget.  Savings resulting from the ABC scheme enabled free parking in the late afternoon in TVBC car parks.  

PLANNING
249
Resolved:
that the Planning Sub-Committee‘s recommendations on the following 



applications be endorsed:   




07/00438/TREEN tree work at Frogis Land - no objection




07/00600/FULLN & 07/00602/LBWN erection of two storey thatched 



extension at Forge Cottage, Church Lane - no objection subject to a site visit

Tree Work on the Green
250
Cllr Davis reported that the deadline had expired for a planning application made in 2003 for tree work on the Green.  He suggested that when the trees were in leaf the Arboricultural Officer be consulted. The Clerk would arrange a site visit.  

251
The owner of Curlew Cottage had written asking that the Parish Council cut back the tree on the corner of the Green as it was having a detrimental effect on his property on the opposite side of the road.  Councillors were doubtful about the effect the tree was having and agreed to Cllr Davis’s suggestion that the Arboricultural Officer be asked to inspect the tree and make an independent assessment.   

Development of Andover Airfield
252
Developers had recently presented proposals for a large warehouse development on the old Andover Airfield.  There was strong opposition from residents of surrounding villages because of the scale of the development and amount of traffic it would generate.  This would be in addition to increased activities at the DLO site.  The Parish Council noted the proposals with concern and would comment formally when a planning application was submitted to TVBC.  

FINANCE
253
The bank balances as at 1 March 2007 were:



Lloyds TSB 

 
  £1336.44



Bank of Ireland 


£12,404.14 (included £47.22 interest)


Payments
254
Resolved:



(i)
that the following payments be approved and signing of 



cheques authorised




cheque 
809
Thruxton W M Hall - hire 
  
  £16.00




810
Prontaprint - March newsletter

  £23.00




811
S Beswick - February salary 

£226.20




812
S Beswick - February expenses

  £23.84




813
J Davis - travel expenses

  £14.14


(ii) 
that the following payments be approved and cheques drawn on 



30 March 2007 before the end of the financial year:




SE  Contracting - maintenance 


£100.72




SEC - electricity (estimate)


  £98.00 




S Beswick - March salary 


£226.20




S Beswick - March expenses (estimate)

  £25.00  

Quote for Mowing
255
Resolved:
that Mr Withers’ quote of £560 for mowing the Green on fourteen occasions 


from March to October 2007, and £90 for a single strim be accepted.  

ATTENDANCE AT EVENTS
256
Cllr J Davis reported on the recent TVAPC meeting:

· The constitution was changed to restrict voting to one vote for each Parish Council represented by a Councillor but not a Clerk.  

· The consultation on the TVBC Core Strategy had elicited responses from only 14 parish councils

· Parish councils were being encouraged to produce parish plans. 

· There was a general level of satisfaction with Hampshire Highways.  Road defects could be reported directly through their web site.  Noise reduction surfacing on roads was proving to have a shorter life than expected and in bad weather could potentially cause skidding.  

257
The Clerk reported on a recent pre-election meeting held by TVBC and an HAPTC meeting for Clerks.  

CORRESPONDENCE

258
(i)  
Sparsholt College had responded to a suggestion concerning student involvement in 



the development of Mandy’s Garden.  Student projects were already arranged for the 

2006/7 academic year but there could be an opportunity in 2007/08.  The College 


would be contacted again in August 

(ii)  
Thruxton WI had invited Councillors to a talk on a trek in Peru. 


(iii) 
Paul Ness had written about a tree on the Green (see minute 252)


(iv) 
Ludgershall Parish Council had written to Cllr Milner Williams.  It was unable to add 

outsiders on the waiting list for Thruxton allotments to theirs. 


(v)  
The Environment Agency had sent a report on groundwater levels.  Statistics specific 

to the Thruxton area had not been included. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Village Correspondent 

259
After more than sixty years as a reporter and Village Correspondence, Mrs Connie Dent was unable to continue in this role.  The Village Association had covered the cost of flowers sent to her in appreciation of her role as Correspondent. John McKenzie volunteered to take on the role of Village Correspondent. 

260
Resolved:
that Mrs Dent be formally thanked for her remarkable length of service as 


Thruxton’s Village Correspondent. 

Road Signs

261
Cllr Pennells reported that the changed priority signs at the top of Stanbury Road, which were no longer relevant, were still in place.       

St John’s Lane

262
Cllr Pennells reported on the bad state of the footpath and road surface in St John’s Lane, and said that cars parked on the footpath were impeding pedestrians.  The matter would be discussed at the next meeting. 

Satellite Navigation Systems
263
Cllrs Milner Williams and Davis commented on incidents of drivers being directed through the village and unsuitable country lanes by satellite navigation systems.  Cllr Lashbrook said organisers at Thruxton Circuit were producing direction maps showing specifically which routes to take.  It was noted that communities elsewhere had put up notices warning drivers not to rely on their navigation systems, and that it took a long time for central data bases to be updated. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
264
The next meeting would take place at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 4 April 2007.  Both the Chairman and Vice Chairman tendered their apologies for the meeting. 



