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I would like to run a group using the 
USPG ‘Growing the Church’ Course.  
Suggested dates Thursdays 17, 24, 31 
March and 7, 14 April at 7.30pm at 
Shipton Bellinger Vicarage, but if others 
offer, venues may vary, but will be 
published in due course.  Enquiries 
to me, please: Rev Stuart Kersley 
01980 842244.

NOTICE OF WORK TO 

HEADSTONES

Attention to some headstones in the fi ve 

churchyards and churchyard extensions 

will be taking place shortly.  This is 

a Health and Safety issue, and any 

concerns should be directed to the Rector 

in the fi rst place.  



Three of the benefi ce churches are in the top 
twenty fundraising churches in Hampshire 
region this time.  All fi ve churches took part 
and excelled again in different ways – cycling, 
walking, providing refreshments, sponsoring, 
meeting and greeting.  Thank you to everyone 
who supported this annual event. It was a 
brilliant achievement.  This year Ride and 
Stride is on Saturday 10 September.
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in people’s 
lives.  They 
either 
choose them 
for pleasure 
– like going 
out for a 
meal with 
friends, or 
they cannot 
avoid them 
– like bouts 
of illness.  Then there are those organised 
events to arrange – like fetes and other 
fundraisers.

I am always intrigued by how such events 
shape the year.  The Church’s annual round 
of feasts and fasts, festivals and seasons 
delineates the re-telling of the Christian 
story, and keeps it fresh.  Each Sunday, new 
life is celebrated in the Eucharist and from 
time to time social gatherings focus a sense 
of community in the villages.

Over the centuries, the local church, in 
one form or another, has kept this living 
tradition going and continues faithfully to 
invite everyone to join in at different times 
in their experience, such as when marking 
rites of passage – like weddings, baptisms 
and funerals.  And the main event of weekly 
worship sustains all these special times 
and provides a profound rhythm of prayer 
and refl ection, as a resource for spiritual 
maturing as human beings.

Lent, Holy Week and Easter is an intensive 
exploration of realism and renewal.  The 
pattern of services at this time of the year 
provides an opportunity, once more, to 
journey with Christ and refl ect on events in 
his life and our own.  

And so, events, whether chosen, imposed or 
arranged, can be seen in this way and in this 
context, and can become signs of ultimate 
reality, meaning and purpose, and chances 
for growth, both personally and corporately.  
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